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‘Targets of Opportunity’ reveal growth potential
By Giovanni Lamanna
Tourism, Diversified Health Care, and Specialty
Food, Flower, and Beverage are our region’s primary
industry strengths, labor market consultant Randy Weaver reported in a webinar offered by the Jefferson Economic Development Institute last Wednesday.
In the webinar, entitled “Targets of Opportunity:
Recent Study Reveals Best Potential for Economic
Growth in our Region,” Weaver presented information
about a study that covered regional economic opportunity.
The study focused on industry growth in firms,
employment and wages, occupational projections, and
entrepreneurship, according to Weaver.
The industrial clusters listed within Siskiyou County
were as follows:
• Tourism;
• Diversified Health Care;

•
•
•
•
•
•

Specialty Food, Flowers, and Beverage;
Building and Systems Construction;
Investment Support Services;
Forest Products;
Niche Manufacturing; and,
Management and Innovation Services.
Top regional strengths
Tourism is the largest industrial cluster researched,
currently employing 12,392 individuals.
“The wages are more on the entry level side but have
grown within the last ten years. One reason why they are
lower is that tourism is seasonal,” stated Weaver, “This is
a place where starting workers have great opportunity.”
Some job categories within tourism are spiritual
tourism, accommodations, personal development, tour
operators, and performing arts.
Also a popular industrial cluster, Diversified Health
Care employs 11,861 individuals employed according to

Weaver.
The field is growing fast and allows for many middleskill and well-paying occupations.
Included in this cluster are hospitals, residential practitioners, and nurses, as well as occupations like acupuncture.
Specialty Food, Flowers, and Beverage is an industry
that employs 7,602 individuals within local counties and
is strongly connected to tourism.
“This is an industry that is particularly strong within
our region and leads to strong entrepreneurial opportunities,” stated Weaver. “Craft beer, wine, coffee, cattle and
dairy farming, and fertilizer manufacturing all fall into
this cluster.”
During his webinar summary, Weaver noted that there
is a strong entrepreneurial foundation in Siskiyou County.
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New church building September was month of ‘immersion’
in Japanese culture for Sisson students
celebrated at Grace
Presbyterian in Weed
By Danielle Jester
GateHouse Media California
Nearly three years to the day
after their previous church
burned down in the Boles Fire on
Sept. 15, 2014, the Grace
Community Presbyterian Church
held a celebration service on
Sunday, Sept. 17, in their new
church building in Weed.
Construction of the new
building was completed in midJuly, and the congregation was
able to have its first service there
Aug. 6. Fortunately, said pastor
Nick Welch, the church had
“really good insurance,” which
covered the costs of the new
building. Various people also
made donations for the purchase
of items such as liturgical
furniture.
Architects Kevin Wilcox of
Sacramento based Comstock
Johnson Architects Inc. and Ron
Stevens worked on the project
and construction was completed
by RJ Pelletier Construction of
Mount Shasta and Shaw

Construction of Redding.
Church services were held in
three different locations while
construction
was
being
completed: first at the Weed
Mercantile, then an office space
adjacent to U.S. Bank in Weed,
and finally an office space next
to Dixie’s Cuts on Big Springs
Road.
The new church replaces the
old one at the same location,
1090 North Davis Avenue, but
with a different footprint, Welch
said. It comes with a number of
improvements, including being
Americans with Disabilities Act
compliant. The old church was
constructed
before
ADA
standards were in place.
The new church has many
energy-saving improvements,
including lights that sense the
room’s brightness and turn on
and off accordingly. It is also
outfitted with multiple high
efficiency appliances.
Welch said being in the new
(Continued on B2)
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Mount Shasta’s Mayumi Hirai, who was born in Japan, was a visitor in Forest Hoff’s fifth grade class
at Sisson School last week. She taught students to fold origami as part of Hoff’s plan to expose his
students to a different culture each month. Folding origami with Mayumi are Dathan Porter, Caitrin
STORY AND MORE PHOTOS ON B3
Neville, Hailey White, and Kason Layton. BY SKYE KINKADE
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Recruitment and Outreach
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In all, forty-two percent of job
losses within the eight industrial
clusters were within the building
systems and construction area.
Weaver reported that the
Investment Support Services
industry has seen a decline in
most areas, but there has been a
slight growth in property management firms.
This industry employs 3,572
people within local counties.
Commercial banking, certified public accountants, and
funds/trusts all fall under this
industrial cluster.
“Forest Products was once the
backbone of our region’s economy,” Weaver reported. “I don’t
think it would startle anyone to
hear there has been a decline in
this industry within the last two
decades.”
Despite the decline, however,
this industry still employs 3,383
workers with an average annual
wage of $46,986.
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The day’s events were
planned by a large committee at
COS and the UC Davis College
Opportunity Program.
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Some examples of industry
within this cluster are chemical,
plastics, and rubber manufacturing; metal production; and transportation equipment manufacturing.
Management and Innovation
Services is the smallest of the
eight industrial clusters that were
studied with only 1,597 employees.
Weaver explained that this is
a very diverse cluster in terms of
the industries contained within
it, calling it a “business to business cluster.”
It consistently offers middle
to high wages and plenty of
opportunity in such industries as
engineering services and management consulting.
Industry growth in
Siskiyou County
The analysis of Siskiyou
County specifically, apart from
the data included for neighboring
counties in the regional study,
shows growth in a number of
industrial clusters.
But according to Weaver,
Tourism, Forest Products, Management and Innovation Services, and Diversified Health Care
are the four major clusters that
have grown here between 2010
and 2015, according to Weaver.
Tourism has added 36 firms
and 698 employees with an
annual average wage of $17,449.
Diversified Health Care has
had a growth of 8 firms and 222
employees with an annual average wage of $49,073.
Management and Innovation
Services had a growth of eight
firms but lost eight employees. It
offers an average annual wage of
$52,524.
Forest Products, added 340
employees but no additional
firms, with an average annual
salary of $48,589.
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